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WISE Program for Sustainability in the Dynamic Earth
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Understanding uncertainty?

How we treat uncertainty and hazard risks continues to challenge physical and social

scientists, policymakers and communicators. This is a global issue. Why don’t you learn
more about disaster risks and disaster risk reduction in order to build safer communities
with us? The programme will include 1) How increasing knowledge is changing our
understanding of uncertainty, 2) How crises cascade from the natural domain into the

Prof.Peter Sammonds

social domain, 3) How to address unmeasurable uncertainties, 4) Can we forecast major ) )
Director, Institute for

Risk and Disaster
Reduction, University
College London

disasters? 5) What is engineered preparedness? 6) What is social preparedness? You will
gain an understanding of the limits to knowledge in disaster risks, disaster risk reduction
strategies and how we can communicate these to the policymakers and the public.
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